
We present live performing arts in parks around  
New York City, bringing world-class artists to local  
communities, turning parks into accessible 
perfomance spaces, because we believe the arts 
should be accessible to all. We reach more than 
257,000 people of all ages annually through our  
programming, the majority of which is free of  
charge for everyone.

PERFORMING ARTS IN PARKS 
FOR ALL NEW YORKERS

SUMMERSTAGE
Capital One City Parks Foundation SummerStage Festival is 
one of New York’s most beloved, broadly accessible, outdoor 
performing arts festivals presenting free and benefit  
performances in Central Park and 10-15 neighborhood parks 
in all five boroughs. With performances in genres that reflect 
the cultural fabric of New York City, SummerStage brings a
widely diverse roster of renowned artists and rising stars from 
around the world to local neighborhood parks, presenting  
distinctly New York genres — salsa, jazz, and hip-hop — 
alongside indie, reggae, global, soul, dance performances,  
and everything in between. SummerStage turns local parks 
into dynamic and accessible performance spaces.

SummerStage Turns 40
In June of 1986, the avant-garde Afrofuturist Sun Ra Arkestra 
touched down at the Naumburg Bandshell in Central Park for 
the very first SummerStage concert.  Both the park and our 
city’s cultural landscape have been forever changed. In the 40 
years since, SummerStage has presented thousands of global 
artists to more than seven million people, bringing hundreds 
of free live performances to neighborhood parks across the city. 

CHARLIE PARKER JAZZ FESTIVAL

The Charlie Parker Jazz Festival, a unique element of  
SummerStage and New York City’s annual salute to the  
eponymous late saxophonist, is a three-day celebration of live 
jazz in the neighborhoods near where Parker worked and lived, 
including Harlem’s historic Marcus Garvey Park and Tompkins 
Square Park in the East Village. Each year, some of the finest 
jazz musicians in the world are assembled who reflect  
“the Bird’s” musical individuality and genius, to promote  
appreciation for this highly influential and world-renowned 
artist. This vibrant – and free – celebration of jazz in New York 
celebrated its 33rd anniversary this year of bringing together 
storied, veteran players and the next generation of jazz artists.



ABOUT CITY PARKS FOUNDATION
At City Parks Foundation, we are dedicated to invigorating  
and transforming parks into dynamic, vibrant centers of  
urban life through sports, arts, community building and 
education programs for all New Yorkers. Our programs --  
located in 330 parks, recreation centers and public schools 
across New York City -- reach nearly 300,000 people each 
year. Our ethos is simple: thriving parks mean thriving 
communities.

We also offer many opportunities for youth to be out in  
neighborhood parks, from sports activities to a wide variety  
of free environmental education programs after school and 
during the summer months.

To find out about these programs and more, 
please visit CityParksFoundation.org
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Generous private support for SummerStage is provided by Sleeping Phoenix Foundation, The Thompson Family Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, Rick and Danielle Arnstein, 
Elizabeth Sarnoff and Andy Cohen, Mertz Gilmore Foundation, The Charles and Lucille King Family Foundation, The Shubert Organization, Mortimer & Mimi Levitt Foundation, 
The Hyde and Watson Foundation, NYU Community Fund. his program is supported, in part, by public funds from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 
with the City Council. Public support is also provided by Borough President Donovan Richards; the NYC Council under the leadership of Speaker Julie Menin, with special thanks to 
Council Member Chris Banks, Council Member Oswald Feliz, Council Member Kamillah Hanks, Council Member Chi Ossé, and Council Member Yusef Salaam. SummerStage is made 
possible by the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature.  Capital One is the title sponsor of Capital 
One City Parks Foundation SummerStage. Supporting Sponsors Subaru, Bloomberg Philanthropies, New York Lottery, Archer Roose, United Airlines. SummerStage extends its 
gratitude to Joe Killian, Founder and Executive Producer of SummerStage (1986–1993).

Generous private support for the Swedish Cottage Marionette Theatre is provided by the Connelly Foundation in memory of Judith Connelly Delouvrier, The Weininger Foundation, 
and Barbro Osher Pro Suecia Foundation.
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For more than five decades, thousands of children and  
families have delighted in Central Park’s historic Swedish Cottage 
Marionette Theatre and its contemporary and innovative  
marionette productions based on children’s classics. Beginning 
in 2026, the Swedish Cottage, which dates back to 1876, 
will undergo a full renovation.

The CityParks PuppetMobile, the oldest continually operating 
company of its kind in the country, pre-dates the theater at  
the Swedish Cottage, and presents free performances and  
puppet-making workshops in neighborhood parks and  
recreation centersbetween May and October. 

All marionette puppets are built by hand, by the Cottage’s 
skilled puppeteer-artisans.  Select performances may be 
presented in Spanish and Mandarin. Tickets are required for 
performances at the Swedish Cottage, while all PuppetMobile 
performances are free and open to the public; no reservations 
required.

The Swedish Cottage and its traveling PuppetMobile are a  
collaboration between City Parks Foundation, NYC Parks,  
and the Historic House Trust. 

SUMMERSTAGE SUMMERSTAGENYC NYCSUMMERSTAGE

SWEDISH COTTAGE MARIONETTE THEATRE AND ITS TRAVELING PUPPETMOBILE


